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Hicham Eltal
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744 West 201 Street
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Subject: Comments on the Merced Subbasin Draft Groundwater
Sustainability Plan

Dear Mr. Eltal:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) Central Region is providing
comments on the Merced Subbasin Draft Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)
prepared by Merced Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Merced Subbasin
GSA, MSGSA), Turner Island Water District GSA, and Merced Irrigation-Urban GSA
pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). As trustee agency
for the State’s fish and wildlife resources, the Department has jurisdiction over the
conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and the habitat
necessary for biologically sustainable populations of such species (Fish & Game Code
§§ 711.7 and 1802).

Development and implementation of GSPs under SGMA represents a new era of
California groundwater management. The Department has an interest in the sustainable
management of groundwater, as many sensitive ecosystems and species depend on
groundwater and interconnected surface waters. SGMA and its implementing
regulations afford ecosystems and species specific statutory and regulatory
consideration, including the following as pertinent to Groundwater Sustainability Plans:

e Groundwater Sustainability Plans should identify and consider impacts to
groundwater dependent ecosystems pursuant to 23 CCR § 354.16(g) and Water
Code § 10727.4(l);

e Groundwater Sustainability Agencies should consider all beneficial uses and
users of groundwater, including environmental users of groundwater pursuant to
Water Code §10723.2 (e); and Groundwater Sustainability Plans should identify
and consider potential effects on all beneficial uses and users of groundwater
pursuant to 23 CCR §§ 354.10(a), 354.26(b)(3), 354.28(b)(4), 354.34(b)(2), and
354.34(f)(3);
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